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 Binpani Ashram celebrated its eighteenth annual Briksharopon Varshamangal Utsav (Tree Plantation and Monsoon Celebration ceremony on 30th July morning, 2017 (Sunday) at Binapani Ashram premises. An hour-long smart early morning shower welcome a bright and shiny morning for the children of Binapani Ashram to organize their most colourful and enjoyable event of the year. The programme was presented by the resident girls, staff members in association with the friends of Binapani Ashram. It was attended by a large number of invitees and the parents of the boarders. Participants are mainly inmates of Binapani Ashram and their parents who belong to farming community. There were people from the local villages and guests from Santiniketan and Kolkata. Prof.Soumendranath Bandopadhyay, former Professor  & Head of Bengali Departnent, Visva-Bharati and a distinguished Tagore researcher graced the occasion as Chief Guest. Prof. Pranab Chattopadhyay retired Professor of Genetics and Plant breeding of Bidhan Chandra Krishi  Viswavidyaiay has kindly accepted our invitation to preside over the function. Shri Arijit Banerjee, Hon’ble Judge of Calcutta High Court took the Chair as a special guest.
 Programme commenced with opening song of Tagore, followed by, welcome address by the President of Binapani Ashram. Prof. Satyabrata Bhattacharya, President  presented report on annual activities of this organization along with a brief account  of Tree Planting ceremony of Binapani Ashram and its significance in relation to environmental protection, where the tribal families are taken as active partners as protectors of environment. 
 The annual Tree Planting ceremony and monsoon celebration program is sponsored by Prof.Robert Neil Spooner Hart, Professor of Entomology University of Western Sydney, Australia. He is also well wisher and actively associated with this organization for more than a decade. Binapani Ashram takes great pleasure in organizing a literary meet on each full moon day of the month in memory of Emma Spooner Hart who left us for her heavenly abode due to a car accident in Sydney and at an immature age of 30. The yearlong monthly literary meet, ‘Emma Evening’ is sponsored by Emma’s unfortunate father, Dr. Spooner Hart. On the occasion of Tree plantation ceremony, Robert Spooner Hart also mailed a lively power point presentation regarding sustainable development through environmental care.Which could not screened due to technical reasons. 
The dignitaries on the stage were cordially received by the girls with flowers and  tree leaves, following tribal custom called, ‘ Dobo’ . The programme began with the Tagore song, ‘maru bijayer ketan urao…’ with beating of drums and cymbals, choreographed by more than fifty little girls from primary school. Briksharopon (Tree plantation) festival was staged by the tribal girls with colourful dresses singing and recitating Tagore. Speakers from background quoted verses from Tagore, emphasizing the importance of natural factors which govern the normal cycle of life of plants on earth. The factors, as Tgaore described them are Khiti (soil), Ob (water), Tej (Sun), Moru(mother earth) and Bom ( Air).  Formal tree planting was done by Prof.Pranab Chattopadhyay and further graced by recitation of Tagore poems, songs and dancing of children. The spectators were virtually mesmerized at the perfection and beauty of the presentation.
  During the program parents of tribal girls mostly belonging to farming community received grafted fruit plants free of cost according to their choice of plants selected by their daughters. It is mandatory for all the students staying in Binapani Ashram to plant at least one tree every year in their parents’ house. 
Next  was, felicitation of students from Mouldanga village including Binapani Ashram girls who have passed school level examination of class X and class XII in 2017  with books and prizes. Special prizes were given to the ‘Best Girls’ of Senior and Junior sections of resident School girls. Anima Bagdi of Class IX received the senior ‘best girl’ prize, sponsored by Shri Puspalal Das in fond memory of his parents Raghunath das and Snehalata Das. The prize carries Rs.2000.00 cash and a certificate. The junior ‘best girl’ prize was bagged by Laxshmi Murmu of Class VI. The prize has been offered by Dr.Satyabrata Bhattacharya in  fond memory of his parents, Debidas   and Binapani Bhattacharya.
A new dressing and make-up room for the Ashram girls and an exhibition cum sale counter for handicraft product made by the trainee students of Binapani Tailoring School were both inaugurated by Justice Arijit Banerjee of Calcutta High Court. The Tailoring School is running for the last 6 months under the  stewardship of Smt. Tanushree Chatterjee, a friend and well wisher of Binapani Ashram.
The first issue of the Ashram’s annual magazine, entitled ‘Sagen Sakam’(young leaf) was ceremonially released by the dignitaries present on the stage. The writings are mostly contributed by the resident girls of Binapani Ashram, except, few are from the friends of  the Ashram. The editors of ‘Sagen Sakam’, Dr. Swapna Bhattacharya(Chakravorty) and Dr. Jayasree Chaudhuri did a marvelous job through compilation of different types and standard of texts between the two covers of the publication.    A new and highly valued CCTV facility has been executed with financial support of Rs.50,000.00 from one of our long time friends of Binapani Ashram, Smt. Bharati Mukherjee of Toronto,Canada. Thanks to one of our Hon’ble Trustees, Shri Subrata Bhattacharya who executed the CCTV project with utmost perfection and in record time. The facility now offers you (24x7days) to look at the video recordings from 8 cameras, fixed at different  places within the Ashram premises, even from Kolkata.   
At the end chief guest Prof.Soumendranath Bandyopadhyay was requested to give his impression on Brikhoropon. He cited the example from history the background and importance of tree planting ceremony during medieval period. And explained with reasons , why Tagore gave so much of importance to environment protection which attracted our attention.  Prof.Pranob Chattopadhyay as President for the occasion emphasized that all along agricultural as well as socio-economic development is possible only with the farmers participation and welfare of the farmers community. To him, Binapani Ashram is a ‘temple of education’ and Briksharoropon is a holistic approach to protect our   nature and environment. Vote of thanks was delivered by Smt.Manjusree Saren and welcome the delegates for the next year. The wonderful function ended with community lunch offered by Binapani Ashram. 
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